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The

President’s Message							             
Claire Corcoran, HSIA President

Hillsmere neighbors,
Last month in my President’s Message I addressed many questions about how Hillsmere is organized and 
functions. It was my hope that many of you found it both informative and useful. That said, it was also 
designed to take the high road while offering a counterpoint in the face of continuing criticisms, personal 
attacks and misinformation being disseminated by a small but vocal private group whose stated purpose is 
to overturn and replace our current Board. This group has been operating behind a veil, blocking everyone 
they do not agree with from their Facebook (FB) page so that they can put forth whatever negatives they 
wish about individuals, the Board, staff members, our policies, etc. They have held secret meetings to plot 
their strategies, explicitly excluding all Board members, Committee Chairs and staff from any dialogue. The 
founder of this group established a private Facebook page, Hillsmere Happenings, as well as a personal 
business, Hillsmere Mobilize LLC, in an effort to overturn the community leadership and transform Hillsmere. 
These efforts have been ongoing for some time. 

In an effort to remain civil, the Board has thus far made every effort not to call these people or their leader 
out, despite the constant attacks on our integrity and the work we do on behalf of the community. However, 
at this juncture the leader has gone public on the Front Page of the Sunday Capital Gazette (4/27/25) 
disparaging Hillsmere Shores and claiming that its governing body is not representative of the community’s 
wishes while also inferring/stating that we are not “transparent, accountable or kind.” 

She has also accused our Board of “backroom deals and unauthorized communications”. And so, it is with 
these public statements to the press that the time has come for us to acknowledge Sharon Blugis as the 
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President’s Message						            
Claire Corcoran, HSIA President

leader of this private group and its stated intention, “to create a new kind of community and replace the 
Board”. If you agree with her sentiments, you can seek her out. If not, your dedicated volunteer Board 
members, our hard-working Committee Chairs and our trusted administrative staff all appreciate your 
continued support. 

I would highly encourage everyone in Hillsmere Shores to attend our May 8th (7 p.m.) General Meeting at 
the Key School Barn building; your civic engagement is imperative. Since this Board endeavors to operate 
transparently, all residents are always welcome at our meetings. The General Meetings in particular serve 
as YOUR community forum, so please, come one, come all. While we would appreciate your support, if you 
disagree with the Board and how we operate and maintain the community, its common spaces, assets, our 
community-wide events or how we govern, you can speak freely and hear what your fellow residents have 
to say. Unlike Hillsmere Happenings, HSIA does not turn away any residents or censor speech, even when we 
may disagree; rather we encourage you to actively participate, share your thoughts, ideas and interactions 
with everyone in the community. This is a wonderful community; with your help and support, we hope to 
keep it that way.

*Verified in-print sources for all “quotations” are available.		       

T
ERESA KLEM

REALTOR
® Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. If your property is listed 

with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation of that listing.

Scan all my contact info 
right into your phone!

April marks the start of the busy season in real estate. If you’re 
considering buying or selling this year, here are four points to 
keep in mind about the 2025 spring market.

Real estate trends vary significantly from one area to another. If 
you’d like more details about our local community, feel free to 
contact me. I’m happy to provide a competitive market analysis 
for your home or share insights from our local market reports. 
Wishing you a happy spring!

REALTOR® LICENSED IN MD

TERESA KLEM

(c) 443.223.1364  ·  (o) 410.263.3400

Teresa@GoAnnapolis.com 
www.GoAnnapolis.com

145 Main Street  ·  Annapolis, MD 21401

REAL ESTATE MARKET

IMPORTANT INSIGHTS FOR THE

   VARYING MORTGAGE RATES
With expected fluctuations in mortgage rates, it’s a good idea to consult a 
mortgage consultant sooner rather than later if you’re planning to buy in 2025. 
While 30-year rates have remained below 7% almost all year, locking in a rate 
now could be beneficial for your long-term plans.

   CONTINUED PRICE APPRECIATION
Home prices are still on the rise, although the increases are less significant than 
in previous years. This moderate price appreciation may ease the concerns of 
potential buyers, and it suggests improvements in inventory and affordability.

   BALANCED MARKET
For the first time in years, experts predict a balanced market in 2025. This shift 
could benefit both buyers and sellers, especially after a period when sellers 
dominated the market during and after the Covid-19 pandemic.

   GROWING INVENTORY
Real estate conditions can vary by location, but we’re observing an increase 
in the number of homes for sale in parts of the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast. If 
you’re interested in a specific market, please reach out. I can track inventory 
levels and keep you updated on any listed properties that meet your needs.

        . . . continued from page 1
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HSIA Community News
Jean Somers, HSIA Administrator

MOSQUITO SPRAYING
Hillsmere will not be participating in the MDA Mosquito Control Spraying for 2025, as exemptions from our 
community preclude fogging. 

EGG HUNT THANK YOU
Thank you to Crystal Monkman and her team for a hoppin’ good Egg Hunt this year! The weather cooperated 
and kids of all ages were happily searching and finding colorful eggs. Thank you for a job well done!

COMMUNITY RECYCLING EVENT
Thank you to Dean’s Hauling for a successful Recycling Event at the pool parking lot. Residents got the 
opportunity to discard cell phones, tablets, computer towers, laptops, old gaming systems, old cords, car 
batteries, and more!

SECURITY CHAIR NEEDED
We are still in need of a Security Committee Chair. This individual will work closely with Chesapeake 
Protective Services and our security guard. Claire Corcoran, HSIA President, has already done the work to get 
Chesapeake Protective Services up and running for the season. Please let us know if you can help in any way. 
Please contact Claire at president@hillsmereshores.org or admin@hillsmereshores.org. 

NEW COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Thank you to Patrice Teetermoran for volunteering to Chair the Welcoming Committee. Patrice has been 
in touch with the outgoing Chair, Christy Hollywood, and will be gathering more info from the outgoing 
Committee and from the Board and administrator. The Welcoming Committee greets and welcomes new 
residents and provides a welcome bag. 

A Big thank you also goes to Jake McGlaughn, who has volunteered to Chair the Reserve Study Committee. 
Jake will be working with the HSIA Vice President, Treasurer, and Property Manager, and possibly some more 
volunteers. The Reserve Study Chair will review and make recommendations to the Board based on the 
Reserve Study recently completed. If anyone is interested in joining any of these committees, please contact 
admin@hillsmereshores.org or call 410-263-4456.

CALLING ALL GRADUATES OF HILLSMERE
Do you have a graduate you would like to recognize in the Sea Breeze? Just email the Editor at 
postmaster@hillsmereshores.org or call the 24-hour voice mail at 410-263-4456. Give us the 
name of your graduate, school, and degree earned. We’ll proudly announce your graduate in 
a future edition.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DROP OFF
On Saturday, May 31, the County is offering a Household Hazardous Waste Drop Off Day at the Heritage 
Office Complex, 2662 Riva Road, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. This is a great way to discard hazardous waste 
including batteries, paint, solvents, fuels and other chemicals. For more information, please visit Household 
Hazardous Waste Drop Off or call 410-222-6100. 

 
continued on page 4 . . .

mailto:president%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
mailto:admin%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
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https://www.aacounty.org/public-works/waste-management/household-hazardous-waste-drop
https://www.aacounty.org/public-works/waste-management/household-hazardous-waste-drop
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POOL MEMBERSHIP FEES INCREASED MAY 1
Pool Membership forms can be found on the website. Anyone submitting a pool membership 
form after May 1 needs to pay the “postmarked after May 1” price. Please remember that all pool members 
also need to be current members of HSIA. When you’re completing the pool form, please remember to 
complete the HSIA Membership form as well. Both can be mailed to the address on the forms or placed in 
our community dropbox and both fees can be included in one check. Also remember to sign the waiver on 
page 2 of the pool form! Finally, make sure you include all dates of birth for all pool members. 

Non-Pool Members can use the pool on four dates this summer—May 27, June 24, July 29, and August 26. 
Please bring proof of residency for check-in.

2025 MEMBERSHIP AND STICKERS
Be sure to get 2025 stickers for your vehicles and trailers if you plan to use community facilities this year. 
Please complete the 2025 HSIA Membership form found on our website, and send it with copies of your 
vehicle and trailer registrations to HSIA, P.O. Box 3485, Annapolis, MD 21403 or place it in the HSIA dropbox 
at the community house at 119 Great Lake Drive. We will send your stickers in the mail. If you also want 
voting rights in the Association, be sure to include a $25 dues payment for each individual membership with 
your Membership form and registrations.

BOAT RAMP KEYS
Locks have changed, so be sure to get your 2025 boat ramp key. To request a ramp key, please visit our 
website for a 2025 HSIA Membership form and mail the form with your dues and boat ramp key payment, 
or place it in the community dropbox at 119 Great Lake Drive. Be sure to include copies of your vehicle and 
trailer registrations for stickers. Remember that keys are not available on short notice. Please allow a few 
weeks’ processing time. Thank you for your understanding!

STAY INFORMED WITH TEXT ALERTS FROM HILLSMERE SHORES!

HSIA is excited to introduce a new pilot text messaging program for the community! As part of our 
ongoing mission to strengthen communication, engagement, and transparency, residents can opt-in 
to receive real-time alerts about what matters most. 

You’ll be able to customize your preferences to select the specific 
community updates you want to receive—whether it’s neighborhood 
events, safety notices, or pool updates—and skip the rest. It’s free, 
easy to manage, and you can unsubscribe at any time (though we 
promise not to send anything that isn’t important). 

Scan the QR Code on the right or visit hsiacomms.org to stay in the 
loop about the new text messaging program!

https://hillsmereshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2025-Hillsmere-membership-form-pool.pdf
https://hillsmereshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/HSIA-Membership2025.pdf
https://hillsmereshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/HSIA-Membership2025.pdf
https://hillsmereshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/HSIA-Membership2025.pdf
http://hsiacomms.org
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Mark your calendars for some of our Recreation Events which are happening this Spring and Summer:
•	 Memorial Day Remembrance, Monday, May 26, 10 a.m.
•	 Moxie Blues Band at the Beach, Sunday, June 1, 3 p.m.
•	 Classic Rock Band at the Beach, Saturday, June 21, 5 p.m.
•	 Hillsmere Happy Hour, Friday, June 27, 4–7 p.m.

2025 BEACH RESERVATIONS
The 2025 Beach calendar is open for reservations. To reserve the large pavilion, please contact 
the Administrator at 410-263-4456 or send an email with the date and time requested to admin@
hillsmereshores.org. A refundable $200 security deposit is required. You will need to provide the time and 
duration of your event. You can reserve the pavilion for the entire day or for as little as two hours. This allows 
more residents use of the space for parties. Please note that reservations are not final until you receive a 
confirmation from the HSIA Administrator. If you are serving alcohol at your party, you will need to obtain 
an Anne Arundel County One-Day Liquor License. Further instructions on how to obtain a One Day Liquor 
License will be given at time of booking.

mailto:admin%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
mailto:admin%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
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HELP WANTED
We’re looking for a volunteer to organize a monthly chess competition at the beach from May through 
September. These would be open to competitors of all ages. The Hillsmere House would be available in case 
of rain. Please contact the Secretary@hillsmereshores.org if interested in helping with this.

HILLSMERE STARGAZERS CLUB
By Dennis Conti (Hillsmere resident, member of NASA’s TESS exoplanet team)
Interested in learning more about the wonders of the night sky? Have a telescope or are interested in getting 
one and want to become proficient in its use? Want to be advocate for less light pollution or contribute to 
astronomy science? Both adults and youth alike are welcome to join the newly created Hillsmere Stargazers 
Club. We will be meeting at the Hillsmere Community House (119 Great Lake Drive) at 7 p.m. on the 3rd 
Friday of every month. We will be conducting indoor educational events and outdoor observing (when 
conditions permit). No need to have any experience in astronomy or knowledge of telescopes. To join, 
attend any of our meetings or email me at dennis@astrodennis.com.

EGG-CITEMENT AT THE BEACH!
The little bunnies of Hillsmere were all smiles at our 
Annual Egg Hunt on Saturday morning, April 19, 2025!
With a rousing trumpet fanfare from Pierce Ward, kids 
dashed off in search of over 2,700 colorful eggs hidden 
across the beach playground. Baskets filled quickly, 
and everyone enjoyed cookies, and a perfect spring 
morning together.

A huge shoutout to our amazing volunteers—Caryn 
& Pete Gallagher, Emily & Joe Ward, Jeremy Tilley, and 
Crystal Monkman—who made the magic happen!

Thanks to everyone who came out to make this day 
egg-stra memorable!

HSIA Events
Helene Raven, HSIA Secretary and Events Chair

•	 Memorial Day - May 26
•	 Moxie Blues Band – June 1
•	 Classic Rock Band (Tom O’Brien) – June 21
•	 Happy Hour - June 29
•	 Fourth of July Parade – July 4
•	 Ice Cream Social – August

•	 Happy Hour – September
•	 Red Sky Dawn – September
•	 Halloween Parade – October
•	 Oyster Roast – November
•	 Santa Run – December

2025 HSIA EVENTS CALENDAR
Watch for more information on the Hillsmere website, official Facebook page, newsletter,  
and bulletin board.

mailto:Secretary%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
mailto:dennis%40astrodennis.com?subject=
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O u r  S e r v i c e s
Home Watch/Checks
Concierge Services
Pre/Post Storm Services
Contractor/Vendor Liaison
Mail Forwarding

TRUSTED - DILIGENT - DEPENDABLE

Contact us for a FREE Quote!

ANNAPOLIS HOME CONCIERGE
Trusted Property Care When You’re Not There

443-807-5010     annapolishomeconcierge.com

Serving Snowbirds, Seasonal Residents, Frequent
Travelers, Second Homeowners & Seniors Aging in Place

Plant Watering
Package Pick-ups
Alarm Services
Car Driving/Care
On Request

HSIA Community House
Helene Raven, House Chair

UPDATES AND WORK IN PROGRESS
The community house has a new flagpole. It was originally part of the rain garden by the pool. The rain 
garden, a small bridge, a sign, and flagpole were all part of the Eagle Scout project by Jason Somers 2014. 
Proudly may it wave.

We are continuing to make improvements in the Hillsmere House. The current focus is on moisture 
and a water leak to the basement. The basement served as a storage area for paper, maps, decorations, 
and miscellaneous items. There were 60 years of newsletters, meeting records, and audit reports in 
the basement. Critical documents will be scanned and available online. Twelve large boxes and plastic 
containers of canceled checks, bank statements, and papers with personal information are being shredded.

The Hillsmere Community House is now available for meetings and gatherings. The House Rules were 
approved during the April 2025 Board Meeting. Please see full details on page 18.

RULES FOR HOUSE USE
Residents/property owners may reserve the Hillsmere Community house by contacting the Administrator 
at admin@hillsmereshores.org or 410-263-4456 to reserve the house. Reservations are not final until 
confirmation has been received from the HSIA Administrator. A refundable $100 security deposit is required 
upon confirmation. Payment of the deposit by the host represents agreement to all rules and terms of use 
herein. Available hours are Noon to 6 p.m. on weekdays and 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on weekends. Use of the House 
outside of designated hours must have prior approval of the HSIA Board or its representative.
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POOL COMMITTEE
Danielle Franz and Crystal Monkman, Pool Chairs

POOL SEASON UPDATE: MEMORIAL DAY PARTY, IMPROVEMENTS, AND MORE!
We’re making great progress getting the pool ready for summer! Here’s the latest: 
•	 Approved fence, plumbing, and electrical work are underway. 
 Resurfacing of the pool and bathroom floors is in progress.
•	 New furniture, umbrellas, and a new grill have arrived—just in time for the season!

UPCOMING EVENTS
•	 Next Pool Committee Meeting: Wednesday, 

May 15, at 6:30 p.m. Join us for updates and to 
help plan for the season ahead!

•	 Pool Clean-Up Day: Saturday, May 17, 8:30 
a.m.–12:30 p.m. Volunteers needed—Earn one 
guest pass for every hour you volunteer!

•	 Memorial Day Party: Monday, May 27, Noon–
3 p.m. Kick off the season with games, food, 
and fun! We are looking for party volunteers to 
help organize catering, plan games, and make 
it a great day!

REMINDER
Updated pool rules and the membership form are 
available online. Email pool@hillsmereshores.org 
with any questions

We can’t wait to see you at the pool!
Hillsmere Shores Pool Committee

UPCOMING COMMUNITY MEETINGS—MARK YOUR CALENDARS

5/6 Beach Committee Meeting 119 Great Lake Dr.

5/8 General Membership Meeting Barn Commons, Key School

5/13 Piers & Harbors Meeting 119 Great Lake Dr.

5/15 Pool Committee Meeting 119 Great Lake Dr.

5/29 Board Meeting 119 Great Lake Dr.

https://hillsmereshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Hillsmere-Shores-Pool-Operating-Rules-%E2%80%93-2025.pdf
https://hillsmereshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2025-Hillsmere-membership-form-pool.pdf
mailto:pool%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
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HSIA Community Beach Report
Geoff Werner, Beach Committee Chair

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

A big thank you to all the volunteers who came out for the April beach cleanup! Your hard work helped 
make the beach look fantastic just in time for the community egg hunt. We appreciate your time, energy, 
and commitment to keeping our beach beautiful!

May is here, and the beach is getting busier every day! With Memorial Day weekend just around the 
corner, it’s the perfect time to dust off your beach chairs, pack a picnic, and soak up the sunshine. The water 
is warming up, the volleyball net is up, and it’s a great time to get out on the water or simply relax and enjoy 
the beach!

One quick safety note: please use extra caution 
in the shallow water directly in front of the West 
(Bruce Walker) pavilion. Over the winter, shifting 
sand exposed some rocks in that area. Keep an 
eye out if your children are playing there to help 
everyone stay safe.

Weekend beach patrols by Chesapeake 
Protective Services will resume this month. 
Their presence helps ensure a safe and enjoyable 
environment for everyone. Don’t be shy—feel free 
to introduce yourself and say hello to the team 
when you see them!

This season, we’ve added a few new features to make the beach even better:
•	 Deck Boxes have been installed next to the wash station for community use. We’re asking for donations 

of beach toys, volleyballs, and other fun items you’d like to share—just leave your donation in the box!
•	 Lost and Found: If you’ve misplaced anything while enjoying the beach—like your socks!. Check the 

new Lost and Found box located in the large pavilion.
•	 Adirondack Chairs: We’ve also added a few Adirondack chairs to the beach—sit back, relax, and enjoy 

the beautiful waterfront view!

As you make your way to the beach, take a quick moment to refresh yourself on the beach rules—let’s work 
together to keep the season safe and enjoyable for all! 

SAFETY & PLAYGROUND UPDATES
A dedicated Playground Subcommittee has been working throughout March and April to explore options 
for updating the 5- to 12-year-old playground. Their focus: conducting a cost analysis for retrofitting, 
repairing, or fully replacing the aging equipment. After gathering quotes for both repairing the existing 
structure or fully replacing it, the subcommittee is now finalizing its analysis. A recommendation based 
on cost, long-term value, return on investment and community benefit will be delivered to the Board of 
Directors later this month for consideration.

https://hillsmereshores.org/beach/
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A heartfelt thank you to the volunteers who have shared 
their time, energy, and ideas! Community input is vital to the 
success of this project. We want the final outcome to reflect 
what you, our neighbors, envision for this space—and your 
involvement ensures it will be a true community-driven effort.

This month, work will begin to replenish the pea gravel in 
the playground areas. This project will enhance safety by 
restoring the pea gravel to the recommended depth within the 
designated safe use areas. (A safe use area is defined as six feet 
around all playground equipment.) Maintaining the proper 
gravel depth helps reduce the risk of injury during play and 
ensures a safer, more enjoyable experience for everyone.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED  

BEACH CLEANUP
Let’s start the summer off right! Join us for our Monthly Beach Cleanup on Saturday, May 17 from  
10–11 a.m. Bring your gloves, your energy, and a smile as we get the shoreline ready for a season of fun. 
Every volunteer makes a big impact!

MAY BEACH COMMITTEE MEETING
Your voice matters—come be part of the conversation at our bi-monthly Beach Committee Meeting and 
help guide the future of our waterfront.

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:
Master Plan Roadmap: We’ll be outlining the first steps in creating a long-term vision for the beach property 
based on a sustainable, resilient shoreline.

Evening Access Discussion: We invite your input 
on the topic of beach closing hours, specifically 
whether to maintain the current sunset-based 
schedule or consider a designated evening time. 
Your perspective is important to this community 
conversation.

Date: Tuesday, May 6 
Time: 7–9 p.m. 
Location: Hillsmere Shores Community House

2024 BEACH SURVEY

The 2024 Community Survey results are 
available online at the HSIA website. We invite 
you to review the feedback and see the insights 
shared by your fellow community members.

For more information or to RSVP, please contact 
beach@hillsmereshores.org. 

Stay connected, and we’ll see you at the beach!

At Key School, we don’t just prepare

students for the future — we inspire

them to shape it. Scan the QR code with

your phone’s camera to discover what

makes a Key education extraordinary!

More than a School.

https://hillsmereshores.org/survey-results/
mailto:beach%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
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Piers & Harbors News
Steve Vanderbosch, HSIA Board Member and P&H Chair

SAND SPIT LIVING SHORELINE/COASTAL RESILIENCY PROJECT
The first planting of two Japanese Black Pine trees and 36 assorted shrubs on the entrance berm took place 
on March 28. Due to a slow start to the growing season, it now appears the major planting of marsh grass 
plugs and herbaceous plants will be scheduled in mid to late May or early June, with exact dates still to 
be determined. Although the majority of plantings will be done by a commercial nursery, community and 
school participation will be solicited, so continue to stay tuned for announcements. 

Attention Dog walkers! Please keep your pets away 
from the new trees and shrubs! In order to give the 
trees, shrubs and grasses a fighting chance to survive, 
the planted areas may have to be fenced off.

As part of the Project, the Marina asphalt driveway 
was repaired and repaved by Asphalt Star on April 8, 
with a combination of grant monies and HSIA funds. 
Subsequently, the two integral speed bumps were 
painted safety yellow. Three warning buoys around 
the oyster ball reef were installed, and damage to the 
concrete cap of the Sand Spit Sea Wall was repaired, 
all by RRG.

We have filed an application with DNR to move the 
Duvall Creek 6-knot speed limit buoy from its present 
location farther West to the start of the Duvall Creek 
Channel near Green Buoy #1.

PLEASE BE RESPECTFUL
On April 13th a resident reported: “I was just at the 
Marina and I saw a family of four throwing those big river rocks that are to protect the shoreline from erosion 
into the water chunking them as far as they could.”  
The cobble rocks that we just paid a lot of money to buy and install? Really?

On April 21st a resident reported having seen a golf cart driving on the sand and cobble beach. The sand 
and cobble we just paid a lot of money to install? Do we need another sign: No Driving On Living Shoreline??

SLIP ASSIGNMENTS AND SLIP WAITING LISTS

SLIP ASSIGNMENTS
Five people on the Wet Slips Active Waiting List and one person from the Lift Slips Active Waiting List have 
accepted offers from the Slips Committee for one of the 11 vacant slips that were available. We still have 6 
vacant wet slips, mostly on A Dock, which will be made available for this season only to existing slip holders 
who may wish to dock two boats at the Marina. Contact marinaslips@hillsmereshores.org. 

For returning slip holders: SLIP FEES AND UPDATED DOCUMENTS WERE DUE MARCH 1. If you are late 
sending in your payment and/or documents, you are subject to a $100 late fee after March 1, and a $200 
late fee for payments and documentation received after April 1. If you need to make alternative payment 

Please be respectful of the new shoreline.

mailto:marinaslips%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
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arrangements, please contact the P&H Chair at marina@hillsmereshores.org or call or text 410-212-6978.  
For Slip fees and documentation not received by May 1, a slip holder faces loss of the slip.

MARINA OPERATIONS
Our electrician has made several minor repairs (replacing failed breakers) and on Monday April 21 installed 
12 new street light fixtures at the Marina and the Boat Ramps. They are energy efficient LED lights with 
photocell controls, and replace the aged (20+ years Isabel era), corroded and prone-to-failure old street light 
fixtures. We may adjust them to slightly lower wattages and warmer color temperatures. We can also adjust 
the tilt of the gooseneck cone to direct the light slightly.

BENCHES
The park benches have all been stained and  
re-anchored. Small plaques to recognize the late Will 
Heyer were attached to each:  

THIS BENCH WAS REFURBISHED BY WILL HEYER 
-SAILOR, CARPENTER, GENTLEMAN & FRIEND- 

FOR HILLSMERE RESIDENTS TO ENJOY

PICNIC TABLES
Sandy Dapkunas painted the legs of the two picnic tables 
P&H inherited from the Beach, and Dave Ward & son 
moved the tables to the Pump Out Dock and the Sunset 
Ramp Dock. Both tables have been anchored in place for safety.

FLAGS AND SIGNS
Seven new decorative flags were put up at the Marina, and various faded signs and broken reflectors were 
replaced. Lumber debris that had washed up at the Marina and Boat Ramps over the winter was removed 
and disposed of, and a broken kayak rack cross bar was replaced at the Beach Drive Boat Ramp.

CLEANUP
At the Boat Park, the Property Manager arranged for the raking and removal of leaves, branches, twigs and 
gumball debris accumulated over the winter. Invasive English ivy was removed from the trunks of all trees at 
the Boat Park, the Beach Drive Boat Ramp, and the Sunset Drive Boat Ramp.

ELECTRICAL CURRENT LEAKAGE TESTING
Electrical Current Leakage Testing under new Marina Rule 7.2.2.1 will take place in May. 7.2.2.1 Boats utilizing 
shore power will be tested annually in the Spring or when first entering the Marina, and slip holders notified of 
individual test results. 

SHOWER/WASH STATION
The HSIA Board has approved expenditure of funds to construct a shower/foot wash/dog wash station at the 
Marina near the head of the main dock.

DREDGING/KAYAK DOCK/DUVALL CREEK CHANNEL MARKERS
As reported in previous editions of the Sea Breeze, HSIA’s application for a Wetlands Permit for any required 
dredging at the Marina and Boat Ramps, and the construction of a new floating Kayak Dock at 541 Beach 
Drive was approved by the Maryland Board of Public Works on January 8. Dredging is expected to take place 
between October 15, 2025, and April 15, 2026.

While the Wetlands Permit allows a certain amount of dredging, it does not require it, and the P&H 

mailto:marina%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
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Committee and HSIA must determine whether, where, and how much dredging should be done at our 
facilities. The Permit approves 1,843 cubic yards (CY) to be dredged for HSIA as follows:
•	 Marina 962 CY
•	 Sunset Ramp 313 CY
•	 Beach Drive Ramp 488 CY
•	 Kayak Ramp 80 CY
The current average cost of dredging is approximately $110/CY (per consultant BayLand), so dredging the 
maximum for HSIA would equate to about $202,730.
Volunteers are still needed to lead, coordinate and supervise the HSIA Dredging Project.

While the Kayak Ramp Floating Dock Wetlands License was also approved, HSIA also needs an Anne Arundel 
County Permit, and needs to issue an RFP for a construction contract. 
Volunteers are still needed to lead, coordinate and supervise the Kayak Dock Project.

To replace the Duvall Creek Channel Markers, HSIA was not able to renew its expired permit and must  
reapply for a new Wetlands Permit. J.D. Bowen has volunteered to head up this effort to reapply for channel 
pilings with day shapes and an osprey platform.

BOAT PARK
The Boat Park Waiting List request must be renewed every year. If you want to be on the Boat Park Waiting 
List, you should have checked that box on the HSIA Membership form. To be added to the Waiting List, 
contact the HSIA Administrator: admin@hillsmereshores.org.

Payments to renew spaces at the Boat Park, $240/year, were due no later than APRIL 1. After renewals are 
processed, offers will be sent to people on the new, 2025 Boat Park Waiting List to fill available spaces. At the 
moment it appears there may only be two spaces available.

The HSIA Board has approved funds to begin removal of invasive bamboo from the south side of the Boat 
Park, pending obtaining a Vegetation Management Plan and reaching agreement with the neighboring 
property owners.

KAYAK RACKS
Our Racks Master, Tim Arnett, has been assigning vacant racks, but there are still about 25 people on the 
Racks Waiting List. Payments for Rack renewals were due by APRIL 1. 

If you do not intend to renew your Kayak Rack 
space, please let us know by email to marina@
hillsmereshores.org or marinaracks@hillsmereshores.
org so people on the Kayak Rack Wait List can be 
accommodated. Reminder: Storage at the Racks is on 
an assignment basis, and they are not open for free 
storage. 

If you are only using the Kayak Rack to store your 
canoes or kayaks, and do not reasonably expect to 
use them this year, please consider giving up your 
rack space so some of our neighbors on the Kayak 
Wait List can have an opportunity to use the racks.

P&H MEETINGS
P&H Committee Meetings are held at the Hillsmere 
Community House at 119 Great Lake Drive. 
The next P&H Committee Meeting will be held:
•	 Tuesday May 13, 2025, 7 p.m.
•	 Tuesday July 8, 2025, 7 p.m.

All Slip Holders, Ramp Key Holders, Wait Listers, 
Kayakers, Boat Parkers, etc. are invited to attend.  
Volunteers are always needed and welcomed!

In the interim, please direct your questions, issues, 
concerns, and comments to marina@hillsmereshores.
org and be on the lookout for Special P&H Notices 
and calls for Work Parties!

mailto:admin%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
mailto:marina%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
mailto:marina%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
mailto:marinaracks%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
mailto:marinaracks%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
file:///C:\Users\Steve\Documents\P&H\marina@hillsmereshores.org
file:///C:\Users\Steve\Documents\P&H\marina@hillsmereshores.org
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Expert Roofing
& Gutters!

Transform your
house into a

masterpiece with
our premium

roofing and gutter
installation
services. 

Our Services :

Roofing Installation

Gutter Installation

Custom Design Options

Get
15%
OFF

443-332-3035

BOOK NOW!

Hillsmere Shores ResidentsHillsmere Shores Residents
Get Special Pricing!Get Special Pricing!
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HAPPY SPRING, HILLSMERE! 
The summer season is almost upon us, and this leads to an uptick in activity around our community. I am 
looking forward to seeing neighbors at all of our wonderful facilities as the weather warms up, and we leave 
our winter hibernation. 

There will be work in the coming weeks on the front entrance garden, and also the garden by the beach 
sign. Mowing has started again on an every other week basis. Please be cautious when you see the 
landscapers working to help keep them safe as they work to keep our community beautiful!

When you are completing spring clean up and planting in your 
own yards, please make sure all refuse is properly disposed of 
in paper yard bags for county collection, or taken to the dump. 
We have had multiple incidents of dumping of yard waste 
in open spaces around the community, including in the rain 
garden located around the pool field. This causes issues for our 
water mitigation efforts in the swales around the community. 
Dumping of these materials is illegal. If you hire a landscape 
crew, it is still your responsibility to ensure that they are properly 
disposing of your yard waste. Please help us maintain these areas 
by not dumping waste. If you have any questions, or concerns 
about this, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

UPCOMING WORK
Multiple quotes were received over the past month for various projects around the community including 
electrical and plumbing work at the pool, landscaping, basement repairs at the community house, and 
repairs at the large playground. The flagpole was reinstalled in the field by the community house, and looks 
great! More updates about these projects will be shared as the work takes place. You can also tune into our 
monthly board meeting to track the progress of these items.

This month you will see work taking place around the field, pool area, and the beach. If you are interested 
in the cleanup efforts around the community, please reach out to either the appropriate chair, or to me 
directly. More hands make light work, and we would love to see new faces contributing to the efforts to 
beautify and maintain our spaces! As always, the best way to contact me is via email at propertymanager@
hillsmereshores.org. I am so happy to serve our community, and always here to help.

Property Manager Report
Cassie Heckman, HSIA Property Manager, propertymanager@hillsmereshores.org

No Yard Waste Dumping Here!

mailto:propertymanager%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
mailto:propertymanager%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
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Motions From the April 2025 Board Meeting

PIERS & HARBOR
Steve Vanderbosch moved the Board authorize the expenditure of up to $5,000 (P&H funds) for the 
construction and installation of a shower/foot wash/dog wash station at the head of the Main Dock at 
the Marina. Geoff Werner seconded the motion. Vote taken – 8 in favor (Geoff Werner, Steve Vanderbosch, 
Romeo Santos, Joanna Parkinson, Danielle Franz, Helene Raven, Gene Gross, Maria Triandos); 1 opposed (Bill 
Schrott); 1 abstained (Ray Sullivan); motion passed.

Steve Vanderbosch moved the Board authorize and approve the expenditure of up to $5,000 (Special Tax 
funds) for the phased removal of an extensive stand of invasive bamboo on the western property line of 
the Boat Park, 614 Beach Drive, provided that a satisfactory agreement on the project is reached with the 
adjoining property owner, and that competitive proposals are obtained for each phase of the work. Ray 
Sullivan seconded the motion. Vote taken – unanimously approved.

POOL
Danielle Franz moved the Board approve NTE $2,000 (Pool Budget) for the purchase of catering for the 
Memorial Day Party on May 26.  Romeo Santos seconded the motion. Vote taken – unanimously approved.
Danielle Franz moved the Board approve NTE $1,500 (Special Tax funds) for the purchase of two oscillating 
fans – one for each restroom. Romeo Santos seconded the motion. Vote taken – unanimously approved.

FIELD/RECREATION
Joanna Parkinson moved the Board authorize the Property Manager to purchase 2 picnic tables, 46” round 
perforated metal (1 ADA and 1 standard) from Global Industrial in coordination with the Field Committee 
Chairman, NTE $2,000 (Special Tax funds). Steve Vanderbosch seconded the motion.  
Vote taken – unanimously approved.

Continued on page 18 . . .

Remnants Tile Restoration

1800 Virginia St.
Annapolis MD 21401

Monday - Friday 8:00-5:00pm ~ Saturday 9:00 - 2:00pm

410.626.2025

Call Today!

www.inhomestone.com
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COMMUNITY HOUSE RULES								        . . . Continued from page 17 
Helene Raven moved the Board accept the following rules for reserving the Community House:

RULES FOR HOUSE USE
Residents /property owners may reserve the Hillsmere Community house by contacting the Administrator 
at admin@hillsmereshores.org or 410-263-4456 to reserve the house. Reservations are not final until 
confirmation has been received from the HSIA Administrator. A refundable $100 security deposit is required 
upon confirmation. Payment of the deposit by the host represents agreement to all rules and terms of use 
herein. Available hours are 12 noon to 6 pm on weekdays and 10 am to 9 pm on weekends. Use of the House 
outside of designated hours must have prior approval of the HSIA Board or its representative.

REQUIREMENTS FOR USE
•	 Remove all trash and recycled materials and put these in the appropriate bins.
•	 Tidy the area, vacuum, if necessary, clean any kitchen surfaces used.
•	 Set up chairs and tables in a meeting arrangement.
 
The following are prohibited:
•	 Glitter, confetti, and anything that can damage or stain the ceiling, walls or floors. This includes 

thumbtacks, tape, glue, markers and/or art supplies.
•	 Open flames
•	 Pets
•	 Smoking and/or drug use
•	 Alcohol, unless the host applies for and provides a copy of an Anne Arundel County One-Day Liquor 

License.
•	 Commercial activity, fundraising, political events 

Ray Sullivan seconded the motion. Vote taken – unanimously approved. 
*complete minutes can be found on the Hillsmere website at www.hillsmereshores.org.
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Security Update

Chesapeake Protective Services will be onsite 
during the weekends in April and May. Their focus 
will be covering the beach and marina and driving 
patrol when those areas are not busy. 

Please remember that private security does not 
have law enforcement authority; they are here 
to ensure that the use of our common areas is 
enjoyed by residents and their guests and to keep 
watch over our community assets. In addition, 
they provide a modicum of deterrence when 
driving the neighborhood. 
 
Please call 911 for any situation requiring  
the police.
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HSIA Building Permits
Bill Schrott, Permits Chair

WHY DOES THE HSIA REQUIRE AND ISSUE BUILDING PERMITS?
To maintain the look and feel of our community as envisioned in the mid-1950s establishment of the 
Hillsmere Shores Improvement Association, the original covenants and deed restrictions outlined a series 
of requirements that control the use of the residential lots in our community.  Recorded among the Land 
Records of Anne Arundel County, Maryland, in Liber 900, Folio 334, they are binding as a matter of law 
and benefit all lot owners in Hillsmere Shores.  The purpose of the Building Permits Committee is to help 
property owners conform to the requirements of the covenants for the benefit of the community. 

WHEN DO YOU NEED A PERMIT? 
We encourage anyone having work done at their property to reach out to the HSIA Building Permit Chair 
before designing your structure. Failure to obtain a HSIA Building Permit will result in a stop work order.  
There are situations when a County Permit is not required, but an HSIA Permit is.  Please check the AA 
County requirements as well as the HSIA Covenants before undertaking any building projects at your 
property.  The responsibility of obtaining a HSIA Building Permit falls on the owner, not the contractor.

WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR OBTAINING AN HSIA PERMIT?
The following items are required to obtain an HSIA permit:
•	 The contact information ( phone numbers and email address) of the applicant and the address of the 

location of the building project. Please include a short narrative that describes the nature of the project.
•	 A copy of the Anne Arundel County Building Permit. *
•	 A “TO SCALE” copy of the site plan. 
•	 A “TO SCALE” copy of the plans and elevations of the structure(s). *
•	 Cash or check in the amount of $25.00, made payable to HSIA. 
* If required

You can forward these documents and the application fee in one of the following manners:
A. Mail payment and all required documents to HSIA, PO BOX 3485, Annapolis MD 21403
B. Drop off these documents in the mailbox at the Community House—119 Great Lake
C. Email these documents to permits@hillsmereshores.org

HOW MUCH TIME SHOULD I PLAN FOR A RESPONSE TO MY APPLICATION?
Please allow 10 working days to receive your permit. This allows time to make sure all of your documents 
are legible (do not take photos of documents and email them), review them, verify your request meets HSIA 
Covenants and setbacks, and contact you for any questions on the submission. Your permit will also be 
mailed via USPS, which may take several days. Please be sure to provide your current mailing address if it is 
different than the address on the AA County Building Permit.

If you have any questions on the setbacks, please revisit the HSIA Covenants, or feel free to ask before you go 
to the trouble of getting a county permit and find you cannot get an HSIA permit. If in doubt, or if you have 
any questions, please contact the HSIA Building Permit Chairman via email at permits@hillsmereshores.org 
or voicemail at 410-263-4456.

Any resident can request a variance should some restrictions not be adhered to. Please follow this link to our 
website for information about the Variance Process.

https://www.aacounty.org/inspections-and-permits/permits/residential-permits
https://www.aacounty.org/inspections-and-permits/permits/residential-permits
https://hillsmereshores.org/hsia-covenants-rules/
https://hillsmereshores.org/home/building-permits/
mailto:permits%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
https://hillsmereshores.org/hsia-covenants-rules/
mailto:permits%40hillsmereshores.org?subject=
https://hillsmereshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/HSIA-Building-Variance-Process_2019.pdf
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Our April meeting featured Matt Pruett, the horticulturist 
at QWP for four years. He led a walking tour describing 
“What’s New in Quiet Waters Park.”  He pointed out that 
Watershed Stewards have done 5 projects in the last year. 
One project was to change grassy areas into meadows to 
reduce the necessary mowing. In the garden areas around 
the Visitor Center, Matt pointed out specific plants and 
answered questions from members.  The new sculpture, 
with a kaleidoscope view of plants within its planter, 
generated great interest. The tour and meeting concluded 
with a walk into the area newly added to the parkland. 

Our next meeting is the last of our “official” fiscal year and 
will be a combination of luncheon and officer induction.  
The new officers for 2025–2026 will be:

President – Melanie Gness
Vice President – Lisa Zimmerman
Second Vice President – Jane Waters
Treasurer – Carol Adamson
Recording Secretary – Jen Reilly
Corresponding Secretary – Barbara Ahr

Those with an interest in gardening-related subjects are invited to join the club, which meets 
September through May on the third Wednesday of each month.  Visitors are welcome.  For those 
wishing to join (Hillsmere residency is NOT required), annual dues for September through May are $30.  
For more information about joining or to get on the monthly “reminder” mailing list, send an email to 
the administrative assistant at Hillsmeregardenclub@gmail.com.

Hillsmere Garden Club
Leigh Gruber, Administrative Assistant and Angie Smail, Recording Secretary

The new kaleidoscope sculpture in the QWP Visitor 
Center garden. Photo by Lisa Zimmerman.

mailto:Hillsmeregardenclub%40gmail.com?subject=
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DAVID M. FOXWELL INC

Local Annapolitan 
Over 60 Years

On Staff Designers, Sales, 
Installers, & Repair Techs

Free Financing Available

Carpet    Hardwood    Tile    Luxury Vinyl

Laminate    Sanding & Refinishing

Mention this Ad for 10% Off!Mention this Ad for 10% Off!

Family Owned & Operated • Lifetime Warranty on all Installations
WWW.FOXWELLFLOORS.COM

1977 WESt StREEt, AnnApOLiS MD
410.224.7010 OR inFO@FOXWELLFLOORS.COM

MHIC# 50685
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Budget Gene Gross 410-263-4456

Bylaws 410-263-4456

Communications Romeo Santos 410-263-4456
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Beach Picnic Area Reservations 410-263-4456

Boat Ramp Keys & Boat Slip Assignments 410-263-4456

Guest Parking Passes 410-263-4456

Hillsmere Car & Boat Trailer Stickers 410-263-4456

Hillsmere Garden Club 410-268-7175

Hillsmere Hammerheads Swim Team 443-336-8432
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County Community Services Specialist
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410-222-1242

Animal Control 410-222-8900

Recycling Information & Bulk Trash Pickup 410-222-6100

Community Cat Program: Carolyn Kilborn jckilborn@yahoo.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Danielle Franz 410-263-4456
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Bill Schrott 410-263-4456

Ray Sullivan 410-263-4456

Maria Triandos 410-263-4456

Geoff Werner 410-263-4456
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BABYSITTERS

Bella Age 15 443-534-7918

Charlotte Age 15 443-924-1598

Ella Age 16 443-223-0572

Hannah Age 17 405-926-6159

Kiara Age 12 410-972-5421

Lauren Age 18 443-750-1228

Léana Age 17 301-793-0032

Maggie Age 16 443-900-5511

Nora Age 14 443-458-8633

Nora H. Age 14 443-926-4725

Sara Adult 443-569-1722

Sky Age 13 410-562-3409

Linda Adult 443-822-7956

Willow (Mother’s Helper) Age 9 973-476-7620

PET SITTERS/DOG WALKERS

Alexis Age 14 443-388-6611

Castin (cats only) Age 12 703-853-2890

Earl Adult 410-570-1894

Elaine Adult 443-822-6035

Hannah Age 17 405-926-6159

Hannah Adult 410-980-6189

Keira (cats only) Age 12 443-440-5558

Lauren Age 18 443-750-1228

LC (cats only) Age 12 410-990-0156

Léana Age 17 301-793-0032

Linda Adult 443-822-7956

Maggie Age 16 443-900-5511

Mary Ellen Adult 410-212-5744
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Sky Age 13 410-562-3409

Sophia Age 13 301-538-8421
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2025 BOARD MEETINGS—119 GREAT LAKE DR.
April 24 May 29 June 26

July 31 Aug. 28 Sept. 25

Oct. 30 Nov. 20 Dec. 18

2025 GENERAL MEETINGS—KEY SCHOOL BARN
Jan. 9 Mar. 13 May 8

July 10 Sept. 11 Nov. 13

https://hillsmereshores.org/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

May 1 2 3

4 5 6
Beach Committee 
7 p.m. Community 
House

7 8 
HSIA General Meeting
7 p.m. Key School Barn 
Commons

9 10

11 12 13 
Piers  & Harbors  
Committee 7 p.m.  
Community House

14 15
Pool Committee 
6:30 p.m. Community
House

16 17
Pool Cleanup 
8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Pool
Beach Cleanup 
10 a.m. Beach Park

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26
Memorial Day Remeber-
ance, Beach Park, 10 a.m. 

27 28 29
HSIA Board Meeting  
7 p.m. Community 
House

30 31

June 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

May 2025


