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HEADLAND BREAKWATER AND DUNES

PROJECT SUMMARY

THIS PROPOSED PROJECT WILL PROTECT 650' OF SHORELINE ALONG THE SOUTHERN SIDE OF THE HILLSMERE SAND SPIT

BY REPLICATING NATURAL PROCESSES. THE SAND AND COBBLE FILL AND MARSH PLANTINGS WILL MOVE WAVE ENERGY

AWAY FROM THE EXISTING CONCRETE WALL WHILE PROVIDING A VARIETY OF TIDAL HABITATS.  WIDELY SPACED

HEADLAND BREAKWATERS WILL ABSORB AND DIRECT THE WAVE ENERGY TO MAINTAIN STABLE CRESCENT-SHAPED

BEACHES.  THIS PROJECT WILL PROVIDE ECOLOGICAL LIFT THROUGH WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENTS AND THE

CREATION OF POLLINATOR, DUNE, MARSH, BEACH, AND SHALLOW WATER HABITAT.  THE SAND BEACH AREA WILL

PROVIDE HABITAT FOR TERRAPINS AND HORSESHOE CRABS. FISH CAN SEEK SHELTER IN THE COVES AND AMONGST THE

WOODY DEBRIS.  CONSERVATION PLANTINGS AND DUNE GRASSES WILL HELP FILTER STORMWATER RUN-OFF AND HOLD

THE SOIL DURING STORMS.  THE PROJECT PROVIDES CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCY BY BUFFERING STORM SURGE,

INSTALLING PLANTS ADAPTED TO WARMING TEMPERATURES, AND CREATING A MIGRATION CORRIDOR FOR TIDAL MARSH

AS SEA LEVELS RISE.
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