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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS
Well, I finally got my wish. I've been saying that
we ought to have at least one good snow
storm each winter. It was fun. I got to take a
hike in the snow covered fields of Quiet Waters
Park. I'm satisfied now and ready for Spring!

Volunteer’s Corner
Volunteers Needed ...
•

Community Representative to act as
liaison for Duvall Creek Dredging
Project.

Help make our community stronger.
Please call Natalie Lobe at 410-263-1947 or
email her at natalielobe@verizon.net

One of the signs of Spring in Hillsmere is Come
And Get It Day. We got our day in this year
before the snow storm. This time, it was at the
Key School.
Using the library has been
problematic because you have to get there
on the first Monday in October and get your
reservation in the book before anyone else
does. We were a little late and all the dates
were taken. We spent a lot of time talking
about the best way to get people there and
how the room should be set up for the best
flow. It turned out very well. We put out bright
yellow signs to direct residents to the right
location. It seemed to have worked since
there was a line in the hallway at 10 am when
we opened the doors. Once inside, everything
went pretty smoothly. At times there was a
backup, but most people got processed with
little waiting. I enjoyed my role as the "greeter".
My job was to make sure people knew where
to go and were waiting in the right line. It's fun
because I get to talk to a lot of the residents. I
also got to hand out a few donuts to some of
the kids who came with their parents. None of
the adult volunteers were taking the pink and
green donuts covered in sprinkles. The kids
loved them!
We had a great group of
volunteers. There were several board
(Continued on page 3)
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(President’s Comments continued)
members and a few of their spouses. A number of other people helped out as well. It's a grueling
day with little chance for a break. Beside HSIA functions, there was a table for the Hillsmere Pool
Association, the Hillsmere Garden Club, and one with information about the HSIA Stormwater
Committee's efforts to address run-off issues in our community. As usual, Jean Somers, our
Administrator, did a terrific job of getting everything organized.
I was afraid that the change to use the Key School would cause many people to miss the event. It
didn't turn out that way. We had a record number of memberships, over 300 people joined HSIA. At
$15 per year, it's a great way to support your community. There are some things we do that we can't
use Special Tax money for. Dues from members account for most of the money we raise for the
General Fund. If you didn't join yet, please consider doing so by mail. The applications are in the Sea
Breeze or on our web site. With one membership you will get the right to vote in elections and other
important decisions. But most important, you get to support your neighbors and be a part of your
home owner's association.
At its last meeting, the HSIA Board voted to approve a contract with a new security company.
Although we have not formally signed the contract yet, starting May 1st we will have security patrols
provided by Blueguard Security, Inc. A representative of Blueguard attended our meeting and
answered questions about the services they will provide. There will be a minimum of 30 hours per
week of patrols all year round. They will patrol in a marked security car with roof mounted amber
lights. Previously, all our patrols have been in the evening and nighttime hours. This year, some of the
patrols will be during the daytime as well. We will still have our off-duty Anne Arundel County police
officers patrolling as before. Right now we have two officers working part time. We hope to get
Randy back this summer as our beach and marina security guard on weekends and holidays. We
are optimistic that this company will not have the problems we have seen in the past. It is a family
owned business that seems to be very interested in providing excellent customer service.
It's always great to see residents come forward to volunteer their time for the community. Nuala
O'Leary has offered to compile a Hillsmere Resident Resource Guide. This guide will list residents of
Hillsmere who offer services such as plumbing, massage, pet sitting, or anything else that people
might need. The resource guide will be available by email or on our web site at no charge. Please
see Nuala's article elsewhere in this Sea Breeze.
Another resident who has volunteered her time is Julie Crudele. She will be writing a history of
Hillsmere Shores. There are a lot of people in our community who have been here since the
beginning. Julie would love to hear their stories and recollections. If you have any documents or
stories to share, please contact her at historian@hillsmereshores.net. Phil Jones has already donated
an original copy of the brochure advertising home sites in Hillsmere Shores for as little as $850. Don't
you wish you had bought a few as an investment!
As you may know, we have a Good Neighbors program in Hillsmere that helps residents with simple
tasks like changing a light bulb or helping with yard work. It’s designed to help residents who can’t
do it themselves. They may be elderly, handicapped, or a single mom with on one else to ask for
help. Beckey Lund started and managed the Good Neighbors program. She, and the numerous
volunteers, have been a lifesaver to several of our residents. Unfortunately, Beckey is moving away
this Spring and needs someone else to take over managing the program. She says that it’s not time
consuming, you can do it almost entirely by email, and it’s fun! If you would be willing to
manage this important

(Continued on next page)

(President’s Comments continued)
program, please send an email to admin@hillsmereshores.net and we’ll put you in touch with Beckey
so she can explain exactly what’s involved. We will miss Beckey. She has been a wonderful example
of how someone can, by donating a few hours a month, make such a difference to her neighbors
and to her community.
As our active year is beginning, please remember that all residents who volunteer for more than eight
hours in the year will receive a free Hillsmere volunteer tee shirt. It's the volunteers, from board
members to historians, who really make this a great place to live. If you feel like you get a lot from
your community then please consider giving something back. You'll get a thank you from all 2,000
plus residents who will benefit from your efforts.
Bill Shuman
President, Hillsmere Shores Improvement Association

HSIA NEWS
A Successful Come And Get It Day - A huge “thank you” to all the wonderful volunteers that helped
with this year’s Come And Get It Day, our annual membership drive. And thanks to all the residents that came
that day to join HSIA, purchase boat ramp keys and pay for slip rentals, dinghy rack storage, and boat park
storage. This was a record year, with 314 residents joining the HSIA for 2009. Let’s see if we can keep the
momentum going. If you weren’t able to join us that day, please take a moment to join our homeowner’s
association. Joining gives you voting rights in the association and allows your voice to be heard. Please use the
membership form on page 7 of this issue and mail the form and your payment to the address on the top of the
form. Please allow a few weeks processing time as we handle the heavy volume of mail coming to the post
office box at this time of year. Remember to photo copy your vehicle and trailer registrations. Thank you for
your patience and support!
Boat Ramp Keys - Don’t forget to get your 2009 boat ramp key!! All Piers & Harbors

locks will change on April 1, 2009. If you haven’t gotten your 2009 boat ramp key, now is the
time to think about it. Don’t wait until a beautiful, sunny day to get your key. KEYS ARE
NOT AVAILABLE ON SHORT NOTICE!! Please use the membership form on page 7 of this
issue to send in your dues and boat ramp key payment. Please allow a few weeks processing
time. Thanks for your understanding!

Dumpster Days - The County has scheduled our community for Dumpsters Days. Please mark your

calendars for April 24 and 25. The County schedules communities for dumpsters on a rotating basis, so the
time of year varies depending on last year’s schedule. Pertinent information will be in the April Sea Breeze.

Spring Yard Sale Date Changed - Because of the scheduling of Dumpster Days, we

needed to reschedule the community yard sale. Please mark you calendars for the Spring yard
sale at the beach scheduled for Saturday, May 2 with a raindate of Saturday, May 9. More
information will be in the April Sea Breeze.

New Hillsmere Historian - For some time, there’s been strong interest in our community

to put together a comprehensive history of Hillsmere. We’ve now got a volunteer willing to
take this project on! Julie Crudele’s her name, and she’s going to start by spending time going
through the various multitudes of documents we’ve compiled over the years that are now in our
“HSIA records storage area” — also known as the boxes in the basement of our rental
property. This should be a good start, but what will be an invaluable part of compiling our history is your
knowledge. Interviewing long time residents and others that know a little or a lot about our community history
will be fundamental to getting an engaging and comprehensive history written. If you would be able to
participate in this effort, please feel free to e-mail Julie and arrange to share your knowledge, documents and
ideas. She’s available by e-mail at julie.crudele@comcast.net or you can leave her a message on the
community voice mail at 410-236-4456.

- Spring is almost here!

And with the warmer weather, many children will
be riding their bikes around the community. As a reminder to them and to their parents, state law
requires all children age 16 and under wear a bicycle helmet when operating, or riding as a
passenger, on a bicycle. For the safety of the children, please make sure they wear their helmets!

Bicycle Helmets

HSIA NEWS (Continued)
Beach Spring Work Days: March 28th and April 25 (Earth Day Celebration) - Come join

your neighbors to welcome spring and get the beach park ready for fun. We’ll have two events this Spring, one
to get ready for the Easter Egg Hunt and another to celebrate Earth Day. Come for the whole morning or just an
hour; all ages are welcome. If you have questions or suggestions for improvements, please contact Kate Penn,
Beach Chair, at beach@hillsmereshores.net or call 410-263-4456. Please mark your calendars for these dates:

Saturday, March 28, 10 am - Noon - Join us to rake the beach and volleyball
court, collect trash, touch up paint at the pavilion, and spruce up the landscaping.
We’ll have hot drinks and snacks. Bring your rakes and shovels.

Saturday, April 25, 9 am - Noon - Join us for our own Earth Day Celebration

as we clean up the rain garden and drainage trenches, clear the marsh grasses, and
collect trash in and around the beach park. We’ll provide drinks and snacks and
follow the work project with some hot dogs and sodas. Bring your rakes and shovels.

Hillsmere Resident Resource Guide - Hillsmere resident Nuala O’Leary is putting together a Hillsmere

Resident Resource Guide. Have there been times when you have wanted to hire a plumber or electrician, but
didn't know who to call within Hillsmere? Nuala is creating a Resource Guide to include any services A-Z that
someone in Hillsmere may provide. If you are a Real Estate Agent, Lawyer, Seller of Pampered Chef Products,
CPA, Property Manager, Builder, Jewelry Maker, Physical Therapist, Massage Therapist, Graphic Artist, Dog
Walker, whatever, Nuala wants to know so she can put together a guide. If you have a business and would like
to be included in the guide, please send her your information via email to nules99@hotmail.com. Be sure to
include your name, contact information and services. Please make sure to note "Hillsmere Resource Guide" in
the subject line. Or, you can mail your business card to Nuala at 135 Groh Lane, Annapolis, MD 21403. She
will be happy to share the resource guide, via email, once created. It's a great way to spend locally!! This is a
guide for Hillsmere residents only, please do not send info of family members who do not live in the
neighborhood. Thank you!!

Hillsmere Shores Improvement Association

Membership Application
Payment of $15.00 dues allows one voting member per household. Additional voting memberships
require payment of an additional $15.00 per person. Members must be 18 years of age or older. Renters
and other persons not on the tax records must provide proof of residency by attaching a photocopy
of Driver’s License or other documentation to this application. Personal information other than Name
and Address may be blacked out.

Additional Membership (add $15.00)
Name: ______________________________

Household Membership
Name(s): ___________________________
Address: ___________________________
Phone: Day:__________Eve:___________

Phone: Day:____________Eve:___________
Attach additional forms for more memberships

 Owner  Renter (please check one)

If Renter please provide Owner Name: _____________________Owner Phone: __________________
Number of Stickers Requested: _____
NOTICE: A photocopy of EACH vehicle or trailer registration is required to obtain stickers. You may
black out all information except Tag Number, Make/Model, Expiration Date, Name, and Address.
YOU WILL ONLY RECEIVE STICKERS IF REGISTRATIONS ARE PROVIDED TO HSIA.

Payments:
Type

# Requested

HSIA Dues (2009)
Additional Membership
Dingy Rack Storage (By Assignment

Unit Cost

Total Cost

$ 15.00
$ 15.00
$ 35.00

Only)

Boat Ramp Key (Member)
Boat Ramp Key (Non-Member)
Boat Park Key (By Assignment Only)
Boat Slip Fee (Slip # _____)

$ 45.00
$ 60.00
$ 75.00

(Marina Sticker #_______)

TOTAL

MARINA SLIP WAITING LIST:
NOTE: If you are already on the waiting list you must fill out the following to maintain your current position.
Check One:  add me to the waiting list  keep me on the waiting list
Boat Information:  Sail  Power
Length ________ Beam _________ Draft ________
I understand that I must register for the waiting list
each year to maintain my position.

Please sign your name here to register:

Did You:
•
•

Attach vehicle/trailer registration forms?
Register for the Marina Waiting List?

•
•

Attach proof of residency (non-owners)?
Write your phone number on your check?

To join the HSIA email list visit http://www.hillsmereshores.net
(Questions? Email admin@hillsmereshores.net or call 410-263-4456 – 24 hr voice mail)

Mail to: HSIA, PO Box 3485, Annapolis, MD 21403
HSIA Use Only

Sticker #:
Date Payment Received:

Boat Ramp Key #:
Check #:

Boat Park Key #:
Received By:

Duvall Creek Dredging Project
~ By Bruce Walker
At the January 2009 meeting of the Anne Arundel Water Restoration Alliance, it was
announced that the WIF (Water Improvement Fund) monies have been frozen for next year
when Duvall Creek is to be dredged. There will be no funds to do the actual dredging for
our Creek. This year the project will go through permitting, but the WIF cash flow has dried
up. No money will be released for us because it is unknown when any money will come in
later. AAWRA is working with our Duvall Creek Environmental Trust Board on lobbying this
legislative session for continuing progress on our project. The good news is our project is
large enough for full state funding from the WIF, but the bad news is the economy has dried
up the WIF contributions and frozen the reserves. The WIF is funded from a tax on boat sales.
The only project that will go forward next year is a federal dredging project. We will update
you as soon as we hear when the Spur Workshops will be held.

Quality Builders

Quality Builders

MHIC #86981 MHBR #3099

MHIC #86981 MHBR #3099
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♦ Remodeling

♦ Remodeling
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●Additions
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● Replacement Windows
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RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENT
Be sure to join us for our first Recreation and Entertainment event of the year -- the annual Easter Egg Hunt.
The Hunt will take place at the community beach on Saturday, April 11 and will start promptly at 10:00 am.
Please bring a basket to hold your colorful eggs. Let’s hope for some great spring-like weather! Hope to see
you there.

GARDEN CLUB
On Wednesday, March 18, our Club will host a program given by Raymond
Greenstreet of Greenstreet Gardens on the use of native plants in our landscaping. Our
meeting will start at 12:30 pm with refreshments and the program will begin about
1:30 pm.
The last regular meeting for the year will be on Wednesday, April 15. The speaker
will be the very knowledgeable Gary Van Velsir and his topic will be the identification
of the wild birds of Maryland.
We meet at the Eastport Library and if you are interested in either of these topics,
please feel free to join us. Please call 410-268-0276 if you have any questions.

Want to make a donation to the
Annapolis Neck Peninsula Federation?
You can. Please make checks payable
to ANPF and send donation to ANPF
c/o HSIA, P.O. Box 3485, Annapolis,
MD 21403.

HILLSMERE POOL ASSOCIATION (HPA) NEWS
The Membership Committee continues to accept payments and membership requests for the 2009 pool season.
As of February 14, there are five charter memberships and 47 general memberships available for purchase. If
you would like to purchase a charter or general membership, or require additional information, please visit
www.hillsmerepool.org to contact the Membership Committee chairperson.
For the 2009 pool season, there is a new membership policy for "empty nesters." An “empty nester” is defined
as a member household with one or two people living in the residence. This membership household will
receive two permanent guest passes for the season. All guest and pool rules will apply.
HPA has decided to have two "Try-It" days during the 2009 pool season. The plan is to have residents of
Hillsmere Shores, who are not members of HPA, be able to come to the pool for a nominal fee and give it a try.
There will be more details available as they are finalized.
The first HPA party of the season is Memorial Day, May 25. Hot dogs and hamburgers will be provided and
members are asked to bring a side-dish or dessert to share. Music will be provided by DJ Chef Home Boy RD.
There will be games and prizes for the children as well as the "Big Kahuna" contest.
Watch for more HPA news in the next Sea Breeze and please visit HPA on the internet at
www.hillsmerepool.org. Remember, as of March 1, 2009, there are only 83 days left until the opening of the
pool for the 2009 season.

BUILDING PERMITS
An HSIA Building Permit is required: Every time an Anne Arundel County Building Permit is required. The
responsibility of obtaining an HSIA Building Permit does not fall on your builder, it falls on you.
The following items are needed to obtain an HSIA Building Permit:
1. A copy of the Anne Arundel County Building Permit.
2. A copy of the construction location on the property when required by the County.
3. Cash or check in the amount of $5.00 made payable to HSIA, unless we sent you
a certified letter. Then the cost is $20 for the permit.
4. Mail to HSIA, P.O. Box 3485, Annapolis, MD 21403
Permits are required for construction of new houses, new sheds, additions to houses or sheds, retaining walls,
piers and bulkheads. When in doubt, or if you have any questions, please call the HSIA Building Permit
Chairperson, Bill Anderson, at 410-279-1666.

WATER TREATMENT
SERVICES
Water Conditioning
Iron/Rust Filters
Ph Control
MDE Bacteria Testing

*Free Water Test &
Estimate
*Quality Service
Since 1988
Call Richard
Day or Evening
443-454-9473

ITEMS OF INTEREST & FYI
Key School Presents Key Theater -Key Theater will present the musical CABARET on March 19,

20 and 21 at 8 pm in the Key School Activity Building. Tickets are $8.00 and will be available at the door.

Peninsula Athletic League (PAL)

- The PAL Astro’s 2009 Spring baseball and softball

registration is now open online at www.PalAstros.com. Register and pay online via credit card or check.
Registration available for PAL girl’s softball for ages 7-17; PAL baseball for ages 7-14; and PAL tee ball for
children 5-6 years of age. For more information, email palastros@verizon.net or visit www.PalAstros.com.

Library Happenings - Keep up with the latest happenings at the Annapolis and Eastport/Annapolis

Neck Libraries. Visit the County Library web site at www.aacpl.net to see all the latest info on monthly events,
book discussions, computer and internet training, events for teens, storytimes, adult programs, seasonal events,
and much, much more.

3rd Annual Shred*A*Rama - The Anne Arundel County Police Community Relations Council

announces its 3rd Annual Shred*A*Rama to be held May 16 at South River High School — time to be
announced. As a friendly reminder, there is a four box maximum and you need to dispose of your own boxes.

Anne Arundel County Recycles. More. Often. And You Can Too!
How can I recycle MORE?
Are you a resident who already recycles as much as you can? If yes, are your sure? Please know that recycling
is easy in Anne Arundel County. Most people recycle items that come from the kitchen, but what about your
home office? Laundry room? Family or kid’s room? You may be surprised to know that recent surveys at the
landfill have shown that at least half of what is thrown away COULD be recycled. Recycling makes good
environmental and economic sense. Recycling is an easy way to save energy, reduce pollution, save money and
take better care of our environment. So, remember to place a recycling container next to each trash can in your
home: in the office, bathroom, kitchen and laundry room. Paper, plastic, metal and glass can all be placed in the
same container for collection. You make a choice with every item you throw away, a choice between throwing
it in the recycling container or throwing it in the trash can. We encourage you to recycle at home, at work and
on the go. Please visit our new website at www.RecycleMoreOften.com or contact us at 410-222-7951 for a list
of newly added accepted items to help boost your recycling. Take on the 50/50 Challenge from County
Executive John R. Leopold and recycle more often!
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